IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ; : //3

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE: ASBESTOS PRODUCTS H ) M w 2 5%
LIABILITY LITIGATION (No. VI) :
X

A
This Document Relates To: : CIVIL ACTION NO. 2 MDL 875
: (Maritime Actions)
ALL ACTIONS :
................................ X
Order

THE COURT HER}E:BY ORDERS that the cases filed in the
Northern District of Ohio by the Plaintiffs assigned to the Mardoc
Dortion of MDL 875 + ARE ADMINISTRATIVELY DISMISSED WE_TL?UT
PREJUDICE AND WITH ALL sm@n. The Court is

N
spec:.fica.lly preserving the rights of the named plaintiffs to

Y

maintain an action should their circumstances warrant _the further-

ance of their case. Counsel is advised that this Court shall

reinstated upon application to the cCourt with the following

showing:
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1. Each plaintiff requesting reinstatement must pro-
vide to this cCourt satisfactory evidence that the
plaintiff has an asbestos-related personal injury
compensable under the law.

2. For each defendant which the plaintiff desires to
pursue, the plaintiff must provide probative evi-
dence of exposure to products connect_ed to, or
supplied, manufactured or installed by said defen;
dant, or, if the defendant is a shipowner, evidence
of service upon the defendant's ship(s).

THE COURT FURTHER ORDERS that each case to be reinstated

shall be accompanied with the payment of a filing fee, unless such

case, both in its present form and in its earlier submissions,
contained Jones Act claims ONLY'. counsel shall further be
entitled to amend his Pleadings as nhecessary to set forth proper
claims; substitute parties and name defendants at the time of
reinstatement; PROVIDING HOWEVER, defendants may insert any and all'
defenses to which they may be entitled. The Court will issue

shortly hereafter a list of the affected actions in the Northern

12. The Court has examined the prior policy of allowing these
cases to be filed en mass without filing fees and finds that it is

inappropriate to continue. This policy issuemhas—beenuassigned by - -

Chief Judge George W. White of the Northern District of Ohio to the
MDL. Specifically, the Court notes that 28, U.s.C. §1916 provides
that certain seamen's suits may proceed without Prepayment of
costs, but that common law tort actions are not included therein.
Plaintiffs' counsel, without bpayment of any fees, has filed more
than 17,000 cases. The costs applicable to these filings are great
and the burden and cost to the court system has been considerable.
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District of Ohio. All pending motions in these cases are hereby
denied without prejudice and with leave to resubmit with the
original filing date remaining in effect should the case be

reinstated.
For the purposes of appeal, THIS IS NOT A FINAL ORDER.

BY THE COURT
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Charles R. Weiner, Judge
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