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Civil Civil VoirVoir DireDire

Judge Jack Judge Jack ZouharyZouhary

United States District CourtUnited States District Court

Northern District of OhioNorthern District of Ohio

Rev. 12/2013Rev. 12/2013

Welcome to your Welcome to your 
United States United States 

District Court forDistrict Court forDistrict Court for District Court for 
the Northern the Northern 

District of OhioDistrict of Ohio

James CarrJames Carr Jack ZouharyJack Zouhary

Federal Judges of the Western DivisionFederal Judges of the Western Division

  James CarrJames Carr Jack ZouharyJack Zouhary Vernelis ArmstrongVernelis Armstrong

David Katz                   Jeffrey Helmick                  James KneppDavid Katz                   Jeffrey Helmick                  James Knepp

A Little About the Federal Courts:A Little About the Federal Courts:

 USA: 94 Federal USA: 94 Federal 
District CourtsDistrict Courts

 Two Districts in Ohio: Two Districts in Ohio: 
Northern and So thernNorthern and So thern

 Western Division:Western Division:
 Two District Court Two District Court 

JudgesJudges
 Two Senior JudgesTwo Senior Judges

Northern and SouthernNorthern and Southern

 Two Divisions in the Two Divisions in the 
Northern District: Northern District: 
Eastern and WesternEastern and Western

 Two Magistrate Two Magistrate 
JudgesJudges

Counties in the Northern DistrictCounties in the Northern District Northern District of OhioNorthern District of Ohio

Serves 6 million peopleServes 6 million people

Courthouses in four citiesCourthouses in four cities

 23 Judicial Officers23 Judicial Officers 23 Judicial Officers23 Judicial Officers
11 Active Judges 11 Active Judges 

4 Senior Judges 4 Senior Judges 

8 Magistrate Judges8 Magistrate Judges
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Courtroom ParticipantsCourtroom Participants

 JudgeJudge
 Deputy ClerkDeputy Clerk
 Court ReporterCourt Reporter
 US MarshalsUS Marshal US MarshalsUS Marshals
 Court Security Officers (“CSO’s”)Court Security Officers (“CSO’s”)
 Law ClerksLaw Clerks
 Lawyers and the parties they representLawyers and the parties they represent
 JuryJury

Importance of Jury Duty:Importance of Jury Duty:
Four great civic responsibilitiesFour great civic responsibilities

 VotingVoting

 Paying taxesPaying taxes

 Military or Civilian ServiceMilitary or Civilian Service

nnJury dutyJury duty

Jury ServiceJury Service

 7575%% ofof AmericansAmericans seesee juryjury serviceservice asas aa
civiccivic dutyduty ratherrather thanthan aa burden,burden, althoughalthough
onlyonly 2727%% havehave personallypersonally servedserved onon aa
urur .j yj y

 8181%% ofof formerformer jurorsjurors saysay thethe experienceexperience
waswas aa positivepositive oneone..

Source:  Source:  DRI National Poll on the Civil Judicial System, August 2012DRI National Poll on the Civil Judicial System, August 2012

History and importance History and importance 
of jury trials:of jury trials:

 England England –– 10661066  Mentioned in Mentioned in 
Declaration ofDeclaration of

 Replaced trial by Replaced trial by 
ordeal & combatordeal & combat

Declaration of Declaration of 
IndependenceIndependence

 Trial by Jury Trial by Jury ----
Appears twice in the Appears twice in the 
U.S. ConstitutionU.S. Constitution

““VoirVoir dire”dire”

 Speak the truth.Speak the truth.
 Goal: find 12 jurors who can be Goal: find 12 jurors who can be fairfair and and 

impartialimpartial.
Th “ i ht” “ ”Th “ i ht” “ ” There are no “right” or “wrong” answers.There are no “right” or “wrong” answers.

 For our justice system to work For our justice system to work ––you must you must 
answer answer openlyopenly and and honestlyhonestly.

 We respect your privacy We respect your privacy –– you may answer you may answer 
in private.in private.

 Sometimes you have a duty Sometimes you have a duty notnot to serve.to serve.

   O A T H
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Trial ScheduleTrial Schedule

Time commitment  Time commitment  
(Tuesday(Tuesday--Thursday)Thursday)

Medical problemsMedical problems

Personal distractionsPersonal distractions

PartiesParties

Plaintiff:Plaintiff:
Mary SmithMary Smith

Defendant:Defendant:Defendant:  Defendant:  
Ride the Rail, Inc.Ride the Rail, Inc.

LawyersLawyers

 Plaintiff is represented by:Plaintiff is represented by:

Bob TruckerBob Trucker

 With the law firm of Trucker & CarWith the law firm of Trucker & Car

LawyersLawyers

 Defendant  is represented by:Defendant  is represented by:

James RailJames Rail

 With the law firm of Rail & CarWith the law firm of Rail & Car

Statement of the CaseStatement of the Case

MaryMary SmithSmith bringsbrings thisthis casecase againstagainst
RideRide thethe Rail,Rail, IncInc.. forfor anan incidentincident whichwhich
occurredoccurred onon JanuaryJanuary 11,, 20122012 inin thethe
railroadrailroad yardyard locatedlocated inin OhioOhio AtAt thatthatrailroadrailroad yardyard locatedlocated inin OhioOhio. AtAt thatthat
time,time, Smith was employedemployed byby RideRide thethe
RailRail asas a conductor andand claimsclaims toto havehave
sustainedsustained aa permanentpermanent injurinjury toto herher rightright
legleg whenwhen sheshe fellfell whilewhile dismountingdismounting anan
engineengine..

SmithSmith claimsclaims thatthat RideRide thethe RailRail waswas
negligentnegligent byby failingfailing toto provideprovide herher withwith aa
reasonablyreasonably safesafe placeplace toto workwork.. MoreMore
specifically,specifically, sheshe aimsclaims sheshe fellfell asas a result
ofof oiloil onon thethe solesole ofof herher workwork bootboot whichwhich
sheshe pickedpicked upup whilewhile workingworking inin thethe railrail
yardyard..

Page 2Page 2
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SmithSmith claimsclaims thatthat asas a result ofof thethe
fall,fall, sheshe underwentunderwent threethree surgeriessurgeries toto herher
rightright legleg andand missedmissed overover tenten monthsmonths
wageswages.. SheShe alsoalso asksasks forfor compencompensation
forfor thethe ainain sufferingsuffering andand disabilitydisability.p ,p , gg yy

RideRide thethe RailRail deniesdenies itit waswas atat faultfault forfor
thethe fall,fall, andand claimsclaims thatthat SmithSmith waswas
negligentnegligent.. RideRide thethe RailRail alsoalso disputesdisputes thethe
naturenature andand extentextent ofof thethe claimedclaimed injuryinjury
andand disabilitydisability..

Page 3Page 3

Do you have any prior knowledge of Do you have any prior knowledge of 
the people or events of this case?the people or events of this case?

Familiarity with the CaseFamiliarity with the Case

Talking about the case?Talking about the case?

Overhear anyone?Overhear anyone?

Media reports?Media reports?

WitnessesWitnesses

 Jane GreenJane Green

 James RedJames Red

 John YellowJohn YellowJJ

Familiarity with Familiarity with 
Parties / WitnessesParties / Witnesses

 Know anyone?Know anyone?

 HaveHave you,you, anan immediateimmediate family membermember
oror closeclose friendfriend workedworked for,for, oror dealtdealt with,with,
RideRide thethe Rail?Rail?

FELAFELA

CongressCongress hashas passedpassed legislationlegislation allowingallowing
railroadrailroad employeesemployees toto bringbring thesethese actionsactions inin
courtscourts suchsuch asas thisthis underunder a law knownknown asas thethe
FederalFederal Employers’Employers’ LiabilityLiability ActAct FederalFederalFederalFederal EmployersEmployers LiabilityLiability ActAct. FederalFederal
lawslaws andand regulationsregulations controlcontrol thethe dutiesduties ofof thethe
partiesparties toto thisthis lawsuit,lawsuit, andand thethe applicableapplicable lawlaw
willwill bebe givengiven toto youyou byby meme laterlater inin thethe trialtrial..

Workers’ CompWorkers’ Comp

InIn aa workers’workers’ compensationcompensation claim,claim, moneymoney isis
paidpaid toto anan injuredinjured workerworker simplysimply becausebecause hehe
waswas injuredinjured onon thethe jobjob.. ToTo receivereceive workers’workers’
compensationcompensation benefits,benefits, nono oneone needneed bbe at faultfault..
ThisThis isis notnot aa workers’workers’ compensationcompensation claim,claim,
andand inin orderorder toto awardaward moneymoney toto Plaint ff,Plaintiff,
PlaintiffPlaintiff mustmust proveprove thatthat RideRide thethe RailRail isis atat
faultfault forfor hishis injuryinjury.. DoDo youyou understandunderstand thisthis
difference?difference?
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Other SituationsOther Situations

HaveHave you,you, anan immediateimmediate familyfamily
membermember oror a close friendfriend hadhad anyany
workwork experienceexperience oror businessbusiness dealingsdealings
withwith railroadrailroad companies?companies?

Other SituationsOther Situations

HaveHave you,you, anan immediateimmediate familyfamily
membemember oror a close friendfriend everever
sustainedsustained a leg injuryinjury??

Claim for Injury or IllnessClaim for Injury or Illness

HaveHave you,you, anan immediateimmediate familyfamily
membermember oror a close friendfriend filedfiled aa

ii ll ffclaiclaim instagainst youryour employeremployer forfor anyany
reason?reason?

Filed a WC claim?  Filed a WC claim?  

Legal / Medical ExperienceLegal / Medical Experience

DoDo you,you, anan immediateimmediate familyfamily
membermember oror aa closeclose friendfriend havehave anyanymembermember oror aa closeclose friendfriend havehave anyany
specialspecial trainingtraining oror experienceexperience withwith
thethe lawlaw,, medicine,medicine, oror economics?economics?

DamagesDamages

DoDo anyany ofof youyou havehave a personal,
philosophicphilosophical ror religiousreligious problemproblem
withwith awardingawarding damagesdamages ifif PlaintiffPlaintiffwithwith awardingawarding damagesdamages ifif PlaintiffPlaintiff
provesproves hishis case,case, oror withwith returningreturning aa
verdictverdict forfor DefendantDefendant ifif PlaintiffPlaintiff failsfails
toto dodo so?so?

Your prior courtroom Your prior courtroom 
experienceexperience

Have you ever been involved in a Have you ever been involved in a 
lawsuit (civil or criminal) as:lawsuit (civil or criminal) as:lawsuit (civil or criminal) as:lawsuit (civil or criminal) as:

Plaintiff or DefendantPlaintiff or Defendant

WitnessWitness

JurorJuror



6

Can you be fair?Can you be fair?

DoesDoes anyoneanyone havehave a bias forfor oror
againstagainst thosethose whowho bringbring aa lawsuit?lawsuit?

OrOr thosethose whowho areare sued?sued?

TreatTreat bothboth sidessides thethe same?same?

Bias or SympathyBias or Sympathy

CanCan youyou setset asideaside biasbias oror sympathysympathy
youyou mightmight feelfeel forfor eithereither party,party, oror anyanyyouyou mightmight feelfeel forfor eithereither party,party, oror anyany
personalpersonal experience,experience, andand reachreach aa
verdictverdict basedbased onon thethe factsfacts presentedpresented
inin thethe courtroom?courtroom?

 YouYou will bebe provideprovided withwith writtenwritten
instructionsinstructions onon thethe applicationapplication ofof thethe

Instructions of LawInstructions of Law

lawlaw..

Will youyou followfollow thethe lawlaw asas givengiven toto
youyou byby meme inin thisthis case?case?

Take a moment and look Take a moment and look 
around the room:around the room:

DoDo youyou recognizerecognize anyany friendsfriends ororyy gg yy
acquaintancesacquaintances amongamong thethe prospectiveprospective
jurors?jurors?

Tell us a little bit about each of you . . . Tell us a little bit about each of you . . . 

Your Your ----

 Education  / TrainingEducation  / Training

 Emplo / What o doEmplo / What o do Employment / What you doEmployment / What you do

 Spouse / ChildrenSpouse / Children

 Hobbies / Interests / SportsHobbies / Interests / Sports

 May be surprised to know . . .May be surprised to know . . .

In Conclusion:In Conclusion:

IsIs therethere anythinganything aboutabout youyou thatthat
wewe shouldshould knowknow notnot yetyet discusseddiscussed, yy ,
bearingbearing onon whetherwhether youyou cancan bebe aa
fairfair andand impartialimpartial jurorjuror inin thisthis
case?case?
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