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Welcome to your Welcome to your 
United States United States 

District Court forDistrict Court forDistrict Court for District Court for 
the Northern the Northern 

District of OhioDistrict of Ohio
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James CarrJames Carr Jack ZouharyJack Zouhary

Federal Judges of the Western DivisionFederal Judges of the Western Division

  James CarrJames Carr Jack ZouharyJack Zouhary Vernelis ArmstrongVernelis Armstrong

David Katz                   Jeffrey Helmick                  James KneppDavid Katz                   Jeffrey Helmick                  James Knepp

A Little About the Federal Courts:A Little About the Federal Courts:

 USA: 94 Federal USA: 94 Federal 
District CourtsDistrict Courts

 Two Districts in Ohio: Two Districts in Ohio: 
Northern and So thernNorthern and So thern

 Western Division:Western Division:
 Two District Court Two District Court 

JudgesJudges
 Two Senior JudgesTwo Senior Judges

Northern and SouthernNorthern and Southern

 Two Divisions in the Two Divisions in the 
Northern District: Northern District: 
Eastern and WesternEastern and Western

 Two Magistrate Two Magistrate 
JudgesJudges

Counties in the Northern DistrictCounties in the Northern District
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Northern District of OhioNorthern District of Ohio

Serves 6 million peopleServes 6 million people

Courthouses in four citiesCourthouses in four cities

 23 Judicial Officers23 Judicial Officers 23 Judicial Officers23 Judicial Officers
11 Active Judges 11 Active Judges 

4 Senior Judges 4 Senior Judges 

8 Magistrate Judges8 Magistrate Judges
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Courtroom ParticipantsCourtroom Participants

 JudgeJudge
 Deputy ClerkDeputy Clerk
 Court ReporterCourt Reporter
 US MarshalsUS Marshal US MarshalsUS Marshals
 Court Security Officers (“CSO’s”)Court Security Officers (“CSO’s”)
 Law ClerksLaw Clerks
 Lawyers and the parties they representLawyers and the parties they represent
 JuryJury

Importance of Jury Duty:Importance of Jury Duty:
Four great civic responsibilitiesFour great civic responsibilities

 VotingVoting

 Paying taxesPaying taxes

 Military ServiceMilitary Service

nnJury dutyJury duty
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Jury ServiceJury Service

 7575%% ofof AmericansAmericans seesee juryjury serviceservice asas aa
civiccivic dutyduty ratherrather thanthan aa burden,burden, althoughalthough
onlyonly 2727%% havehave personallypersonally servedserved onon aa
urur .j yj y

 8181%% ofof formerformer jurorsjurors saysay thethe experienceexperience
waswas aa positivepositive oneone..

Source:  Source:  DRI National Poll on the Civil Judicial System, August 2012DRI National Poll on the Civil Judicial System, August 2012

History and importance History and importance 
of jury trials:of jury trials:

 England England –– 10661066  Mentioned in Mentioned in 
Declaration ofDeclaration of

 Replaced trial by Replaced trial by 
ordeal & combatordeal & combat

Declaration of Declaration of 
IndependenceIndependence

 Trial by Jury Trial by Jury ----
Appears twice in the Appears twice in the 
U.S. ConstitutionU.S. Constitution
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“Voir dire”“Voir dire”

 Speak the truth.Speak the truth.
 Goal: find 12 jurors who can be Goal: find 12 jurors who can be fairfair and and 

impartialimpartial.
Th “ i ht” “ ”Th “ i ht” “ ” There are no “right” or “wrong” answers.There are no “right” or “wrong” answers.

 For our justice system to work For our justice system to work –– you must you must 
answer answer openlyopenly and and honestlyhonestly.

 We respect your privacy We respect your privacy –– you may answer you may answer 
in private.in private.

 Sometimes you have a duty Sometimes you have a duty notnot to serve.to serve.
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Trial ScheduleTrial Schedule

Time commitment:  2 trial daysTime commitment:  2 trial days

Medical problems?Medical problems?

Personal distractions?Personal distractions?
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United States of AmericaUnited States of America
v.v.

John RedJohn Red
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John RedJohn Red

Introduction of Introduction of the Lawyersthe Lawyers

Does anyone know:Does anyone know:
 Steve Green?  Steve Green?  

 Members Members of the U.S. Attorney’s Office?of the U.S. Attorney’s Office?
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Does anyone know:Does anyone know:
 Mark Yellow?  Mark Yellow?  

 Carrie Purple?Carrie Purple?

Potential WitnessesPotential Witnesses

 John RedJohn Red

 John BlackJohn Black

 Jane WhiteJane White

16

Statement of the CaseStatement of the Case
ThisThis isis a criminal casecase.. Defen antDefendant isis
chargedcharged withwith bankbank fraudfraud andand money
launderinglaundering thatthat allegedlyallegedly tooktook placeplace inin thethe
summersummer ofof 20102010 involvinginvolving cashcash
withdrawalswithdrawals totalingtotaling $$4040,,000000 fromfrom aa
businessbusiness accountaccount DefendantDefendant hadhad withwith
BankBank OneOne..

DefendantDefendant deniesdenies thesethese chargescharges..
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Do you have any prior knowledge of Do you have any prior knowledge of 
the facts or events of this case?the facts or events of this case?

Familiarity with the CaseFamiliarity with the Case

Talking about the case?Talking about the case?

Overhear anyone?Overhear anyone?

Media reports?Media reports?
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Nature of IndictmentNature of Indictment

 FormalFormal ChargeCharge // AccusationAccusation

 NotNot EvidenceEvidence / Not proofproof ofof guiltguilt

19

 DifferencesDifferences betweenbetween GrandGrand JuryJury andand
TrialTrial JuryJury

 AbilityAbility toto putput asideaside anyany suspicionssuspicions
arisingarising fromfrom thethe filingfiling ofof chargescharges inin
thisthis case?case?

Burden of ProofBurden of Proof

 AbilityAbility toto applyapply thethe presumptionpresumption ofof
innocenceinnocence..
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 BurdenBurden ofof proofproof onon GovernmentGovernment..

 DefendantDefendant notnot requiredrequired toto testifytestify..

Preconceived NotionsPreconceived Notions

DoDo youyou havehave anyany personal,personal,
philosophicalphilosophical oror religiousreligious problemsproblems

liklik thi ?thi ? (If(Ifhearinghearing a case likelike this?this? (If(If so,so, wewe
cancan discussdiscuss privatelyprivately..))
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BiasBias

 HaveHave you,you, a family member,member, ror closeclose
friendfriend everever experiencedexperienced aa lifelife eventevent thatthat

ldld bibi ii hihi ff iiwouldwould biasbias youyou iin histhis casecase forfor oror againstagainst
eithereither side?side?
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Bank ExperienceBank Experience

DoDo youyou oror anyany familyfamily membermember
havehave anyany experienceexperience workingworking withwith
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aa businessbusiness bankbank account,account, makingmaking
depositsdeposits oror withdrawals?withdrawals?

Equal Treatment of Witnesses and Equal Treatment of Witnesses and 
PartiesParties

 AreAre youyou ableable toto treattreat thethe GovernmentGovernment inin
thisthis casecase asas youyou wouldwould treattreat anyany otherother
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thisthis casecase asas youyou wouldwould treattreat anyany otherother
privateprivate party?party?

 TreatTreat DefendantDefendant fairly?fairly?
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Your prior courtroom Your prior courtroom 
experienceexperience

Have you ever been involved in a Have you ever been involved in a 
lawsuit (civil or criminal) as:lawsuit (civil or criminal) as:

Plaintiff or DefendantPlaintiff or Defendant

WitnessWitness

JurorJuror

25

 YouYou will bebe provideprovided withwith writtenwritten
instructionsinstructions onon thethe applicationapplication ofof thethe

Instructions of LawInstructions of Law

lawlaw..

Will youyou followfollow thethe lawlaw asas givengiven toto
youyou byby meme inin thisthis case?case?
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 IsIs therethere anyany reason,reason, nownow thatthat youyou
knowknow somethingsomething moremore aboutabout thisthis

FairFair

case,case, whywhy youyou couldcould notnot startstart withwith aa
cleanclean slateslate andand bebe fairfair toto bothboth sides?sides?
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Take a moment and look Take a moment and look 
around the room:around the room:

DoDo youyou recognizerecognize anyany friendsfriends ororyy gg yy
acquaintancesacquaintances amongamong thethe prospectiveprospective
jurors?jurors?

28

Tell us a little bit about each of you . . . Tell us a little bit about each of you . . . 

Your Your ----

 Education  / TrainingEducation  / Training

 Emplo / What o doEmplo / What o do Employment / What you doEmployment / What you do

 Spouse / ChildrenSpouse / Children

 Hobbies / Interests / SportsHobbies / Interests / Sports

 May be surprised to know . . .May be surprised to know . . .

In Conclusion:In Conclusion:

 IsIs therethere anythinganything elseelse notnot yetyet
discusseddiscussed thatthat wewe shouldshould knowknow inin
determiningdetermining whetherwhether youyou cancan bbe a
fairfair andand impartialimpartial jurorjuror inin thisthis
case?case?
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