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Metro

CANTON

Four killed in domestic shooting
Police say four people have been killed in what seemed 
to be a domestic shooting at a home. Canton Police Chief 
Bruce Lawver says it appears one of the dead may have 
been the shooter. He says the bodies of two men and two 
women were found Thursday afternoon.

CLEVELAND

CWRU to hear Mexican ex-president
Former Mexican President Vicente Fox, a sharp critic of 
a border wall and President Donald Trump, will speak at 
Case Western Reserve University on Monday. Fox’s pre-
sentation is part of the Cleveland Humanities Festival, 
which this year explores the issue of immigration through 
the arts and critical thought. Immigration reform has 
long been a priority for Fox. This event  is free and open 
to the public but registration is required at tinyurl.com/
cwrufox.

CLEVELAND

March for Science to be on Earth Day
The March for Science is coming to Cleveland’s Public 
Square on April 22, purposefully scheduled for Earth Day. 
Events begin at 9 a.m., followed by a rally with to-be-an-
nounced speakers and entertainment at 10 a.m., with the 
march kicking off at 11 a.m. in Public Square. The final 
route has yet to be determined.

CLEVELAND

5-year-old boy finds gun while playing
A 5-year-old boy found a discarded pistol Wednesday as 
he played in Cleveland’s Little Italy neighborhood, police 
say. No one was hurt, and the boy’s father turned the 
gun over to police after his son found it about 1:30 p.m., 
according to Cleveland police.

CLEVELAND

Conviction in Garden Valley killing
A Cuyahoga County judge on Thursday found a neigh-
borhood drug dealer guilty of voluntary manslaughter in 
a 2016 killing of Ladal Davis, 21, in Cleveland’s Garden 
Valley apartment complex. Judge Stuart Friedman on 
Thursday found Richard Amey, 33, not guilty of murder, 
but convicted him of the lesser manslaughter offense 
and two weapons charges. He will be sentenced April 
26.

COLUMBUS

Kucinich to keynote activist conference
Former U.S. Rep. Dennis Kucinich is set to speak Satur-
day in Columbus at a conference of activists looking to 
limit corporations’ legal and political power. Kucinich is 
scheduled to deliver the 1 p.m. keynote address, titled 
“Ending Corporate Personhood and Money as Speech,” 
at the Move to Amend Ohio Network’s fifth annual gath-
ering in Columbus’ Clintonville neighborhood. Move To 
Amend seeks to pass a constitutional amendment stating 
that corporations should not have the same legal rights as 
people and that political donations are not constitution-
ally protected free speech.  

CLEVELAND

Longtime federal clerk of court retires
The longtime clerk of court and administrator for the 
federal court in northern Ohio is retiring after heading 
the office for nearly 26 years. Geri Smith’s last day is 
today. Sandy Opacich, currently the human resources 
director for the U.S. District Court, will take over Mon-
day as clerk and administrator. Smith, 64, of Lyndhurst 
said she plans to spend more time with her family, as 
well as biking and hiking. She also said she may do 
consulting work.

CLEVELAND

One dead in Lake Shore Blvd. crash 
An early morning crash on Lake Shore Boulevard 
in Cleveland left one person dead, according to Cleveland 
police and EMS. Kenneth Skrbin, 55, died about 4 a.m. 
Thursday, according to the medical examiner’s office and 
Cleveland EMS.  Skrbin was behind the wheel of a 2017 
Hyundai when it veered off the right side of Lake Shore 
Boulevard, Cleveland police spokeswoman Sgt. Jennifer 
Ciaccia said.  The car crashed into a tree just east of East 
140th Street, Ciaccia said. 
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A Cleveland man pleaded 
guilty to federal charges 
Wednesday for demolishing 
a building containing as-
bestos in the city’s Glenville 
neighborhood.

William Jackson Jr., 47, 
pleaded to two counts of the 
Clean Air Act, including fail-
ing to remove asbestos prior 
to demolition and failing to 
dispose of asbestos waste. 
Jackson admitted to tearing 
down the National Acme 
Building on East 131st Street 
in 2012, releasing harmful 
toxins into the air near Io-
wa-Maple Elementary School.

Jackson is the last defen-
dant to plead guilty in a case 
federal authorities brought 
against people related to 
Jackson and the demolition 
of the building. Christopher 
Gattarello, the owner of sev-
eral local garbage-hauling 
companies, pleaded guilty 
to federal charges in 2015. 
Robert Shaw, who admitted 
to working with Gattarello 
to defraud a Louisiana com-
pany, pleaded guilty last 
year.

Jackson has felony convic-
tions dating to 1988 for felo-
nious assault, theft, perjury 
and drug abuse.

A Cuyahoga County jury 
in November 2015 found 

him not guilty of illegal 
open dumping in relation to 
the demolition of the build-
ing. He faces kidnapping 
and gross sexual imposition 
charges in an unrelated state 
court case in which he is ac-
cused of sexually assaulting a 
girl under 13 years old. 

U.S. District Judge Don-
ald Nugent will sentence all 
three July 7.

According to court filings, 
Gattarello leased the Na-
tional Acme Building in 2011 
and used it as a storage facil-
ity for thousands of tons of 
paper, cardboard waste and 
municipal garbage. By April 
2012, the building was full of 
garbage.

In July 2012, after Gat-
tarello purchased the build-
ing, Jackson submitted a no-
tice of demolition with the 
city’s Division of Air Quality 
stating there was no asbes-
tos in the building, which 
was not true. A company 
had previously estimated 
that removing the asbestos 
from the facility would cost 
$1.5 million.

The city agency rejected 
Jackson’s notice, saying it 
was incomplete, and said 
Jackson could not begin to 
demolish the building until a 
proper notice was approved. 
Under Gattarello’s orders, 
Jackson demolished the 
building.  

Clean Air Act

Man admits to razing building with asbestos 
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An Ohio appeals court 
ruled that the families of 
Cleveland serial strangler An-
thony Sowell’s victims can sue 
the Cleveland police detective 
who they say failed to prop-
erly investigate a 2008 sexual 
assault report against Sowell.

A three-judge panel at the 
8th Ohio District Court of Ap-
peals on Thursday reversed a 
portion of a Cuyahoga County 
judge’s dismissal of a lawsuit 
filed against a Cleveland po-
lice sex crimes detective, her 
supervisors and a city prose-
cutor. 

The court, in an opinion 
written by Judge Sean Galla-
gher, upheld the dismissal of 
the lawsuit against the super-
visors and the prosecutor, but 
allowed the family members 
to pursue a lawsuit against 
Detective Georgia Hussein.  

Judges Eileen A. Galla-
gher and Kathleen Keough 
concurred. The city plans to 
appeal Thursday’s decision 
to the Ohio Supreme Court, 
spokesman Dan Williams 
said.

“This is a major victory,” 
Terry Gilbert, whose law firm 
is representing family mem-
bers of six of Sowell’s victims, 
said. “This decision sends a 
message to detectives that 
they have to in good faith 
work a case.”

Sowell was convicted in 
2011 of murder and sentenced 
to death. His case is currently 
in the appeals process. The 
suit involves a Dec. 8, 2008, 
report from Gladys Wade, who 
ran up to a police car and told 
officers that Sowell had just at-
tacked and raped her. Patrol 
officers tracked down Sowell 
and arrested him as they in-
vestigated, finding footprints, 
broken glass and droplets of 
blood in the yard outside of 
his apartment.

The case was assigned to 
Hussein, who admitted in 
a sworn statement that she 
failed to review evidence 
collected by patrol officers, 

including photos of Wade’s 
injuries and her clothing col-
lected from the crime scene, 
before she took the case to 
assistant city prosecutor Lor-
raine Coyne. Coyne deter-
mined there was not enough 
evidence to file charges and 
released Sowell two days after 
his arrest. Hussein also knew 
that Sowell was a registered 
sex offender, but did not tell 
Coyne.

Eleven months later, in 
October 2009, investigators 
discovered the bodies of 11 
women inside Sowell’s Impe-
rial Avenue apartment after 
receiving a report from a 

neighbor who saw a woman 
fall from a window.

Several family members of 
the victims filed lawsuits in 
2010 and 2011 alleging that 
Hussein failed to thoroughly 
investigate Wade’s complaint, 
and if she had, police could 
have charged Sowell, held 
him in custody and prevented 
him from carrying out several 
of the murders. It also named 
Hussein’s supervisors and 
Coyne, and accused them of 
acting with “extreme negli-
gence” and “wanton reckless-
ness,” and sought damages for 
emotional distress.

City lawyers who repre-

sented the detectives and 
Coyne argued in a December 
2014 motion for summary 
judgment that they are im-
mune from liability for crim-
inal acts that Sowell commit-
ted after his release. Common 
Pleas Judge Nancy Fuerst 
agreed and granted judgment 
in favor of all of the detec-
tives and Coyne. The appeals 
court on Thursday found 
that Fuerst should not have 
granted summary judgment 
in favor of Hussein, because 
“reasonable minds” could 
conclude that she acted reck-
lessly. The decision sends the 
case back to Fuerst’s court.  

8th District Court of Appeals

Detective can be sued, court rules
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The home of serial killer Anthony Sowell is seen in the background on the corner 
of East 123rd Street and Imperial Avenue in Cleveland on Nov. 6, 2009. 

Probe of Sowell 
faulty, victims’ 
families say
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