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THIRD E.DI~FION. 
• . f . 

' · 
----------·-------------------~~~-------------------------------------·-----------

2 O'CLOCK. •. 
' .. 

• ,f ------------------·-·----·--
~-----------------------·---------------------------

T·BE DEA1'H OF EARL BILL.· • 

·Demise of the Well Known·· Clerk 
.. of .the United states· District 

Court. 

His Career In This City ·and In Saal• 
dusky, Where He H~ld MaQY 

PLibllc Positions. 
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A ·Note Found Written fSy ·captain. 
McKay Before the Manistee 

Went Down. 
a• •. 

. . 
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, 
Mt•. Earl Bill, fo1• maoy Ytars ct~rk ot tbe ·. 

United States district cour~, died Tuesday 
. \ . 

mnro1ug ot bls rotud~nce; Nl!). 806 Pt·ospeot 
stt·eo~. FJQ ~ a• nearly 78.: yeo.a·s ~of age. His 
deatb Will CO\l&ed ~y CoDIUJJipttOD, Witb 
wbicb ho bacl been oftlicted f9r ~aoy yeara. . ( 

l~e "'as able to attend to hta duties aa oloJ•k 
' 

uDtiJ a abort time a,e-o, 'W.h~o he became v~ry 
focble aod )VD~ llDnhle to leav~ bls bouse. 

N1·. DJil i\'Bi a self-made mao. Altbougb 
his fatbel' \'Vas a proniipeot pbyalciao in 
Onei4n county, N. Y., he"" wa1· of 
qulte limioo.d meaos, .as tbe people of 

\ .. 
tJ)osa eat•Jy days in t~:i'at ~ aection wero 
uuabJe to adeqna\ely ·colllP&usate him for 
medical .· treo.tmout. CouReq~en~ly Dt·. Bill, 
wbose nawu waa olso E"rl, wae unable to 
edtlcato his cllildt•en or gtve tbom a starb 1n 
11fe. At, tho age or 16 }'QUDg Earl WBB RD .. 
prl"ntlced to. a otlrpanter and joiner,. \vl~b 
\vbom be work'ed uot11 be was 20. 

In his 22<1 year Mr. BUllett. the place of bla 
• _ . . _ _ a _ - - ~ - _ _ _ '\ - - •- - - .. - , .. J - _3 - - - .A. .L • f _ . - L ~ • . 
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ooynooo auu ca~e lO \JDlo, ae~taJn" ar~ ~8U• 

dusky 1u the fall of 1835. ·Bo \Vas elected to 
tbe omce (>f sborift! of Erl~ <Jounty in 1841. 
A ftol' hle term of sbeJ•iff ho·wae elf)ctocl justice 
of tbe poaoe, but resi~u(Jd fJhot•tly afto1·ward 
to accopt tbe position ot deputy· clerk of tbe 
comtnuu t>feas cou1·~. Ala·. ltice Harper being 
t.bo ctc1•k o·f tho co\trt at tbat time. Mr. BUl 
\vas.elocted couaty treaauro.,- jfi 1845, and 
ftva yaal"l later be was sen~ to tbe a tate seo­
uto l1y tbe people of Erie aud Hu1•t)u 
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couotlea. , ·. 
1'he Sandusky Clor.ioo Wf:'•~ .p~t·cbased by 

Mt·. Bill o.od Mt•. Clurk W~g~Oller io 1851. 
'!'he uawe of the paper \\'&~ ·9 _a·oaod to tile 
DniJy Coromel'cial Reglat~rl! .· ... subsoqueotly 
tba \YO.l'd ()oinmel:cial was d1·~pp~d, an~t. the 
pnpor 1s still __ pob!tsll~d os tl;le S~oc.lttsky Re~- . 
iater. lo . 1t;:J:~ Mr. Heur)'. ))~ dooke, fot·marly 
or the bauk~ng til'm of Jay:Cooke & Co. 
nt ·plliJadelllt•la, 'va~ · Wliociated .with 
~lr. Bl11 aud ~1t•. Waggonorttu·d·et• the name 
of Jjill, Cool.:e & Co. In 1850 Mr. Bill dis· 
po~od of his 1uterest to Ml'· Cooke nud -d1e- · 
solved his couu~ctiou 'vitib. tbo ooper. 'l'llo 
<Jctnmorcial ltn((iatet• was :tl.p or.gall of tba 
\V hlg ·party. \V uc~ . that :Pil_rty committed· 
bal'l•l(ari . ou tho l{nu'n~N~Pr.atl'a Jss\te, . 
tba R9glste1~ was ono ;.· QC · tbo flt·~t 
ne\vapi\ptlra .of. that :f~t\1' to dec~a•·e 
t·or the uew · Repttb~tctm'· parr.v. Dlli·· 
it>g his c~uueotion \Vit·h :tbi& ~paper.ltlr. Bill 
'vll& a strung ad\"ocato of Jotl~jShermau, uud 
a \Varm fl·teudabip bas e.xiswtt 'bet,\veen . r;haltri 
ove1· siuce. i . •· ~- · · . . • · • ·• 

. . -- - - -~ - - . -- •... -
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M1y. filii reluovod from StLucluaky .. to Tlmo, 
\vhare bo a·emnloed. to ttl' Y.P"f:'·. lo A ugttst-, . 
l8Ul. he r:~aulo · tO Uleveluud. bav1o" beeu ap· I 

(lt)iu to<l U u if:t!d 8tnte3 marsl1al' fot· this dis- ! 
trict. lie "'IAt~.appoiutod by !Jresld~ot Lio­
colu, wbose uomluatiun hod \Joan suppo&·tod 
by Mr. Jjill ·lu his cnpsc!ty us tlele· 
o;o.te to the' ,)hicago conveotion 
in 18tJO lo t>raforouce · to Hon. 
\V. illu~m tl. Ss\varu. A~ Ctbo. end or fOUl' 
yuars i\11'. Bill was np}lOioted. 1narshal by 
Prealdl•nt l.Jincoln. AI ter ot-&~vfog a littJe 
over ,,na yea•· oo bia secou·d term b'"' was re­
moved by President Jobuson to make roolll 
for oue wbosc"opiuions \Ve1·o lUOl,e fa aooorcl 
\\'lth tbe l>l'esid~nt• a 1,ol~oy. 'I' he dt~t·1es of 
the marshal d\11'llli ld r ~ llall'e te1·m \Vere of teo 
very hazaa·douw ou account ·or the war,aud at; 
the same tiwe uo~ very. Juca'atlv.e. · 

Six mouths nfter Mt•. Ball's 1•emoval ft•om 
tbo nJat'Bilal' s oftioe be was BJJpoioted clerk ot 
the fodet·al collrts IJy Judge Ollat•les T. Sher­
man, a brother of Jobo and G-eneral Sher­
man. lu 1878 his dutiiee ,,·ere di;Vldad by tbe 
appointment or Captain A. J. Ricks oa cle1·k 
of the Unit()(\ Statea Oll'cn\t court. Mr. Bill 
t.lleu gave his eutire·at.tentioo to· tbe duties of 
l'le1·k of tho U o1tecl States .. dist1·lct coltl'&, a po-
s'tiuu ho held until hi.; deatb. . . . 

l\l1·. Jlill \Vas ·a stl'oog ndvocate of the tem­
perance causf), espeeially clul'ing the earlier 
part of his cnrecJ' at 88udtteky ~ . lJ io elforts 
tu. tbat L'8hnlr· wot·o VIJry e1fective, as ll.a oftan 
ll\borl!d pt'lvatoly nnd··quietly wl.tib thosa ad­
dicted to tbo use or lialtul·. ooueaUo~ to their 
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better ·natua··~ aud touctling -tnek• hearts \\'itb 
bis auf"luonca. .· . 

Alt•. Bill tiad n1aov excell~nt traits of obar­
aolea·. flis rnauuer was llUOblttUBive, witb 
areBli .geniality aud kiuoooss of heart. 
nud tbero \Vlll a pleasant veto of humo1• run­
uiug .tllrougb bis wbole composttioo. .He was 
n "!ery pleasant mao socially. · Iiis no.,ut·ol 
iute1llgeuoe, ena1•petaed witb a va1•Jed oxpel•i­
anoe aud caroful J•endiug of . aalected lttera· 
ttiL'o, made bim at all times au a{lreeable· aud 
ou tol'tal n log con vet'8ationallst. . .. 

f.le \\'al t\Yice IDOl'ried. His ftt·et wile \V88 
a Coonecttcut woman. . Sbo died, and in 
18:18 he marJ.•Ied Miss EUza Jobosoa, whose 
pa•·eotsllved near Saaduoky. · 

Mr. J;ill leavea a tvife aad lout• cblldren, 
Mrs. B. J. Cobb, ~fr. Cbarles Bil'l, Mis• Oara·le 
E. Bill nod Mra. G·e1•trude Hlg~lus. Xbe lat­
tet• rosfdea lu Flot•ida. but r~ J'.tuoately bas 
boau visitin.c her parents torao~o timo • . 
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