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THE DEATH OF EARL BILL.

‘Demise of the Well hnown Clerk
of the United Statas Dlatrlct
Court- | |

&

His Career In Thls Cltyé and In San~-
dusky, Where He Held Mapy
Public Positions,
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A Note Found Written By Captain
McKay Before the Manistee
Went Down.

&

~ Mr. Earl Bill, for many years clerk of the
United Btates district court, died Tuesday
morning at bis resdence, Nn. 866 Prospeot
streot. FHo was nearly 72 years.of age., His
death wns caused by consumption, with
which ho bad been afflicted for many years.
He was able to attend to his duties as olork
until a short time ago, ‘wheun he became very
feeble and yvas unahle to leavs his house.

Nr. Bill was a self-made man. Although
his father was a prominent phbysician in
Oneida county, N. ¥., he  was of
qutte llmibed meavs, .as the people of
thosa early days in that section wero
unable to adequately coxnpeusate him for
medical  treatmeont. Conaoquamly Dr, BIlI,

whose pawme was also Earl, was unable to
educate his childlren or give 'thom & start in
Iite. At tho age of 10 young Harl was ap-
prenticed to a carponter and joiner,. with
whom he worked until he was 20,

~ In hisR2d year Mr, Blll left.the place of his

AW e - - - AdAad.
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DOYI00Q ALG CAWE (0 \JN10, BOTLng AL MNAn-
dusky in the fall of 1835. -Ho was elected to
the office of sherit of Erie county in 1841,
Aftor hie term of sheriff bo'was elected justice
of tbe peace, but resigued shortly afterward
to accopt the position ot deputy clerk of the
commown pleas cours, Mr., Rice Barper being
tho cierk of the court at that time. Mr. Biil
wadeelocted county treasurer in 1845, and
five yoars later be was sent to the state sen-
ato by the people of Erie and Huaron
counties, SR R

The Sandusky Clarion was: purchased by
Mr. Bill and Mr. Clurk Waggoner in 1851.
‘I'he nawe of the paper way oEangod to the
Daily Corowercial Register:3 ‘Subsoquently
the word Commercial was droppsd, and the
papor is still publisbed as the Sapdusky Ree-
ister. 1n 1832 Mr, Henry 1. Caoke, formearly
of tho bavkng firm of Jay:Cooke & Co.
at Philadelpnia, was dassociated with
Mr. Bill and Mr. Waggonor uuder the name
of Bill, Cooke & Co, In 1836 Mr. Bill dis-
posed of his interest to My, Cooke and dis-
solved his covbuection with the paper. The
Ccwmercial Rogister was an orgaun of the
Whig party. Wuen that party committed
hari-karl , on tho Kausas-Nébraska issue,
the Rogister was ouno " Qf  the flrst
newspapers of that -fai‘m' to dec:are

for the new Repub:ickm! party. Duaf-
iog bis counection with ‘this \paper Mr. Bill
was a strong advocate of JohujSherman, and
a warm [friendship bas existell "bevwesa - chertw
over since. LY s,
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Mr. Bill removed Mrow Saudusky. to Tiffia,
where ho remained four years, Ib August,
1801, he rame-to Cleveluud, having been ap-
poiutod United States marshal for this dis-
trict. e was appoioted by President Lio-
coln, whose nominativa had bean supported
by Mr. Bill in his capacity as dels-
gate to the~ hicago  convention
in 1860 in proferonce - to Hon,
William }. Seward, At the. end of four
years Mr. Bill was aglwim.ed marshal by
President lsincoln. iter serviog a little
over oue year an his second term be was re-
moved by President Jobuson tdb make room
for one whoso®opinions were juore ia accord
with the president’s polity. The duties of
the marshal during Mr, Bill’s term were often
very hazardous on account of the war, aud ab
the sawe time not very lucrative, '

Six mouths after Mr, Bill’s removal from
the marshal’s office he was appointed clerk of
the federal courts by Judge Charles T, Sher-
wau, a brother of John and (eneral Sher-
man, In 1878 his duties were divided by the
as)pointmenb of Captain A. J, Ricks as elerk
ot the Unitod States onrcuit court. Mr, Bill
then gave his entire attention to the duties of
clerk of tho Unmted States district cowrt, a po-
sition he held until bis death. . .

My, Bill was a strong advocate of the tem-
perance cause, especially during the earlier
part of his career at Sandusky, His efforis
in. that behalt wore vory effective, as be often
labored privatoly and-quietly with those ad-
dicted Lo Lthe use of liguur. annealing to their
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better natures and tiouching tnelr hearts with
his wfluenca. B

My, Bill had many excellent traits of char-
aoter, [lis manper was uuobtrusive, with
great genifalily avd kionduoness of heart,
and thero was a pleasant veia of humor run-
viog tbrough bis whole composition. He was
s very pleasant 1man socially, Ilis natural
intelligence, sharpeued with a varled experi-
ence and careful reading of  selected litera-
(ure, made bim at all ticves an agreeable and
entertaining conversationaliss,

Fle was twice wmarried, His firet wile was
a (Coonecticitt woman, She died, and in
1848 he married Miss [liza Johnson, whose
parents lived near Sandusky. |

Mr. Bill leaves a wife and four caildren,
Mrs. B. J. Cobb, Mr, Charles Bill, Miss Carrie
E. Bill and Mrs. Gertrude Higgins. The lat-
ter rosides in Flovida, but {f.rtunately has
been visiting her parcuts forsome timo,
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